Care for commercial living donors: the experience of an NGO's outreach in Egypt.
Follow-up care for living organ donors is inadequate in countries with advanced transplantation systems based on altruistic donation. In cases where financial incentives drive an organ donation, care for the live 'donor' is largely absent. Care must be provided not only to living altruistic organ donors but especially to victims of organ trafficking who are often not suitable candidates for a donation and subject to poor surgical practices and conditions. Such follow-up is essential not only as a basic right, but also as an important reconciliatory step to regain public trust in transplants where they have been characterized by commercialism. Yet, the question, who will provide care for the commercial living donor? persists. In the absence of public or private commitments to this care, the Coalition for Organ-Failure Solutions (COFS) conducts outreach programmes that include identifying victims of organ trafficking, assessing their consequences and arranging support services. This paper presents studies on consequences for commercial living donors (CLDs), describes the case of organ trafficking and COFS' care provision in Egypt and discusses why follow-up care for CLDs is not an appropriate ingredient for advancing regulation proposals but should be considered an essential component of the movement to end organ trafficking.